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This half term has provided several valuable opportunities to welcome parents into school. It 
was lovely to see so many Year 7 families at our Information Evening and to hear how students 
are settling into Gilberd School life. We have also been delighted by the enthusiasm with which 
Year 7 have taken advantage of the many co-curricular activities on offer. 

Our Year 11 Post-16 Information Evening was equally well attended, giving students and 
parents an opportunity to speak directly with a range of education, training and employment 
providers and begin considering the choices that lie ahead. 

After half term, Year 11 will turn their attention to mock examinations and post-16 
applications. The mock timetable, Information Evening presentations and details of our 
revision support programme have been emailed home. It is encouraging to see so many Year 
11 students attending revision sessions in preparation for the mocks. We encourage parents to 
check their inboxes regularly for further information and key updates.  
  
It has been particularly pleasing to see so many students taking advantage of the opportunities 
available to them this term, whether through sport, music, clubs, societies, competitions or 
other activities. Trying something new can very often result in some of the most valuable 
experiences for our students. 

As we begin the next half term, I would encourage every student to think about what they can 
become involved in, what they might challenge themselves to try and what contribution they 
can make to our school community. The students who gain the most from their time at school 
are often those who choose to participate fully in everything that school life has to offer.   
I hope you enjoy reading about some of these activities below. 
  
  

Mr J Mitchell 
Headteacher 

Message from the Headteacher  

 T H E  E A G L E  

To help us keep communication smooth and to ensure that you receive all important updates, 
please take a moment to check that we have your most up-to-date contact details.  If you have 
recently changed your telephone number, email address, or home address, or if any emergency 
contact information needs updating, please let the school office know as soon as possible via 
admin@gilberd.com. Keeping our records accurate helps us stay connected and respond    
quickly, whenever needed.  
 
Thank you for your support.  

The School Office 
 

Careers and Alumni 

Join our CEIAG Community!  We are calling Gilberd Alumni and employers to be part of our     
careers provision at The Gilberd School to inspire our students and contribute to our Careers  
programme.  If you would like to be involved in events, work with our students and/or want to 
know more, please contact careers@gilberd.com.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  

We’re always keen to keep our school community informed, engaged, and connected. One of 

the best ways to do this is through our social media channels. 

By following us online, parents, carers, students, and the wider community can stay up to date 

with the latest news, events, and achievements, as well as gain a real insight into daily life at 

The Gilberd School. We also share careers guidance, trips, guest speakers, and key milestones 

throughout the year. 

We’d love for you to join our growing online community. You can find us on: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Gilberdschool 

Instagram: @thegilberdschoolofficial  

 

Be sure to like, follow, and share our posts to help us celebrate the fantastic work of our       

students and staff. 

Share your good news with us! Email newsletter@gilberd.com with any student achievements,         

celebrations or success stories. We’d be delighted to highlight them. 

The School Office 

 

Dates for your diary  

Half Term 
w/c 26th October 

 
Y7 Tutor Evening 

Wednesday, 4th November 
 

Assessment Weeks 
9th to 20th November (Y7) 

 
Y10/Y11 Flu Vaccinations 
Thursday, 12th November 

 
Uniform Exchange 

Tuesday, 10th November (after school) 
 

Y10 Parents’ Evening (online) 
Wednesday, 18th November (X-Pop) 
Wednesday, 2nd December (Y-Pop) 

 
Ex-Y11 Awards Evening 

Thursday, 19th November 

Y11 GCSE Club Drop Down Week 
23rd to 26th November 

 
Inset Days/Non Pupil Days 

Friday, 27th November 
Monday, 30th November 

Monday, 4th January 2027 
 

Mock Exams 
1st to 11th December (Y11) 

Tuesday, 1st December (Y10 RE) 
 

Y11 PE Practical Exams 
14th to 18 December 

 
End of Term 

Friday, 18th December 
School closes at 12.10pm 

 
Term Begins 

Tuesday, 5th January 2027 

Fragile Environments  Geographical Association Competition 

Update your details please...  

CEIAG News 

Year 11 Languages A Level Taster Afternoon  

Celebrating Students ’ Personal Achievements  

Stay Connected with The Gilberd School  

Harrison Gibbs in Year 8 has been publicly recognised 
by the National Trust for his fantastic fundraising 
efforts in support of their Wildfire Appeal. 
 
Over the summer, Harrison walked more than 33 
miles, including a challenging four-hour hike from 
Snape Maltings to RSPB Minsmere, helping to raise 
funds for this important cause.  
 
We are incredibly proud of his commitment and 
achievement.  

Emad Al-Hafidh in Year 7, has recently 

achieved his Brown Belt in martial arts. 

A Brown Belt is a significant milestone 
and reflects the commitment and effort 
Emad has put into his training.  
 
We are pleased to recognise this 
achievement and wish him well as he 
continues to progress. 

Congratulations to Ayaan Aravindarajah in 

Year 8, who recently travelled to Poland with 

his U14 Rebels Junior Basketball team to 

compete in a three-day international       

tournament. 

The team faced strong opposition from a 

range of international teams and performed 

exceptionally well, finishing as runners-up. 

Ayaan embraced the challenge of competing 

at a higher level, stepping out of his comfort 

zone and showing great perseverance 

throughout the tournament. 

Reaching the final and securing 2nd place 
against strong international opposition was a 
fantastic achievement. Congratulations to 
Ayaan and his teammates on an excellent 
tournament performance. 

Visit from Andy Unwin MBE  

This month, Years 9 and 10 had the opportunity to hear from Andy Unwin MBE about the      

remarkable Expedition Yorkshire Warrior. 

Andy and three fellow soldiers rowed 4,000 nautical miles from New York to Cornwall,          

completing the journey in just 73 days despite facing a tropical storm, equipment failures and 

food shortages along the way. 

Andy spoke to students about resilience, willpower and overcoming adversity, sharing how   
determination and teamwork helped the crew achieve their goal. 
 
 

Sgt Tavner  
Combined Cadet Force 

Year 6 Musical Aptitude Tests 

The Gilberd School Music Aptitude Tests 

have now concluded, welcoming a      

record-breaking number of over 200  

applicants this year. 

The high level of interest reflects the 

growing enthusiasm for music education 

and the wealth of opportunities available 

within our thriving music department. 

Throughout the assessment process,  

candidates demonstrated enthusiasm, 

commitment and a passion for music. 

We wish every candidate the very best of 
luck and look forward to sharing the   
outcomes with families in due course. 
 
 

Mr R Hanlon 
Subject Leader of Music  

The Gilberd School Library News  

On Thursday, 8th October, The Gilberd 

School Library welcomed 71 students 

and staff who took part in the National 

Literacy Trust’s ‘Take 10 to Read’     

Guinness World Record attempt. 

The event formed part of the National 

Year of Reading campaign and aimed to 

contribute to a global effort to achieve 

the highest number of people reading 

within a 12-hour period. 

As part of the event, participants also 
enjoyed listening to well-known authors 
reading extracts from their books and 
sharing insights into their stories. 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part 
and supported this reading initiative. 
 

Our team of Student Librarians from 

Years 8-11 are now fully trained and ready 

to support library users during break and 

lunchtime. 

Volunteering their time throughout the 
week, they help with issuing, renewing 
and returning books, shelving stock,    
supporting library events and assisting 
with IT queries. 
 
Their contribution plays an important role 
in keeping the Library running smoothly 
and welcoming for all students.  
 
We look forward to seeing the positive 
contribution our Student Librarians will 
make throughout the year. 

As part of the Library's Golden Ticket               

competition, students who find a Golden Ticket 

hidden inside a library book can earn extra house 

points and a chocolate bar by submitting a review 

of their chosen book. 

Satyaki Mazumdar in Year 8 recently found a 
Golden Ticket and submitted a review of Birdie by 
J.P. Rose, sharing his thoughts on the book's 
storyline, characters and themes. 
 
In his below review, Satyaki reflected on the 
books storyline, characters and themes,          
explaining why he found it such an engaging 
read.  
 
“Birdie is a story set in 1952. It is a story of        
determination and pride. The protagonist, Birdie 
Bagshaw, lives in a care home in Leeds. However, 
when her great-aunt, Mrs. Winterbottom, sends a 
letter to said care home, Birdie has to move to 
Barrington Dale, where her great-aunt lives. In 
Barrington Dale, she finds a horse in the mines 
who is not cared for. She feels very angry about 
this prospect.  
I enjoyed this book because it is a very intriguing 
book. I was hooked to the storyline and had to 
know what happened next. It shows how those 
who are discriminated against have the strength 
to fight for their rights and the rights of others.” 

Students and parents/carers can view all the wonderful books that we have available for loan 
by  looking at our online library catalogue Accessit. With over 10,000 books to choose from we 
hope there is a book to suit every student.  
 
Accessit Library  
 
 
 

Mrs C Jenkins 
School Librarian 

 

We were pleased to welcome back Gilberd 

alumnus Charlie Jenkins, who visited the 

school to share his career journey with our 

Year 9 and Year 10 students. 

Charlie spoke about his work as an Archivist, 

giving students an insight into his experiences 

at the Houses of Parliament and his current 

role at Kew Gardens. He highlighted the skills, 

opportunities and pathways available within 

the heritage and cultural sectors, while      

reflecting on how his journey began at The 

Gilberd School. 

The session provided students with a valuable 
opportunity to learn about a unique career 
path and hear first-hand about life beyond 
school. 

Congratulations to Year 8 student Callum McDermott, who achieved 2nd place in the Fragile 
Environments model making competition organised by the Geographical Association.  
 
Callum's model, Coastal Erosion and Habitat Loss, explored the impact of coastal erosion on 
the village of Hemsby in Norfolk. Using predominantly recycled materials, he created a        
detailed 3D model demonstrating the vital role sand dunes play in protecting both the      
coastline and local wildlife habitats. 
 
The judges were particularly impressed by the quality of his work, describing it as "a detailed 
and well-constructed 3D model" and praising his "strong understanding of the topic" and 
"detailed and appropriate geographical vocabulary." 
 
This is an excellent achievement in a national competition, and we congratulate Callum on his 
success. 

 
 

Mrs K Quested 
Subject Leader of Geography 

Earlier this month, our Year 11 French and German students enjoyed a fantastic A Level 

Taster Afternoon at Colchester Sixth Form College. 

French students joined a Year 13 lesson, where they worked on translating a French song, 

while German students took part in a range of speaking and listening activities and learned 

more about the A Level curriculum. 

The afternoon provided a valuable insight into Sixth Form learning and gave students the 
opportunity to explore the exciting possibilities that studying languages can offer beyond 
GCSE. 
 
We are grateful to the staff at Colchester Sixth Form College for supporting the event and 
helping to give our students a taste of A Level study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs R Gailey 
Curriculum Leader of Modern Foreign Languages 

STEPs Pioneer Trip  

Our STEPs students recently enjoyed a two-night sailing voyage aboard the Pioneer, setting sail 

from Brightlingsea on the River Colne and exploring the Essex and Suffolk coastline. The journey 

took them to Halfpenny Pier in Harwich for an overnight stay, passing notable landmarks including 

Clacton and Walton piers, the Gunfleet Wind Farm and the Port of Felixstowe. They then sailed 

into the River Blackwater, anchoring at St Lawrence Bay for their second night before returning to 

Brightlingsea. 

Throughout the trip, students took an active role on board, helping with sailing, cooking and  
cleaning while developing teamwork, confidence and practical skills. It was a memorable           
adventure and a wonderful opportunity to experience life at sea. 
 

Mr N Baldry  
ABL and Alternative Education Co-ordinator 

NEMO Mathematics Competition 

Recently, two teams of Year 10 students represented 

the school in the annual NEMO Mathematics             

Competition. Students enjoyed tackling a series of    

challenging mathematical problems across three        

demanding rounds, demonstrating excellent teamwork, 

resilience and mathematical thinking throughout. 

Both teams performed exceptionally well, finishing  

within the top 10 overall. A particular congratulations 

goes to our X Population team, who secured an          

impressive 3rd place finish. 

Well done to all the students involved in this fantastic 
achievement. We now look forward to the Year 9     
competition in November. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs A Duthie, Mrs P Sengupta and Mr N Shave   
Teachers of Maths  

 

WOW! Super Fridays have been incredible this half 

term. 

Our Super Fridays programme has provided students 

with a wide range of opportunities to engage with 

employers, professionals and education providers this 

half term. 

We were pleased to welcome representatives from 

Thomas Gainsborough School, who hosted a 

lunchtime drop-in session for Years 9, 10 and 11, as 

well as delivering an assembly to Year 11 students. 

The sessions provided a greater understanding of  

post-16 opportunities and helped students explore 

the choices available to them beyond secondary 

school. 

We also welcomed Joanna Barraclough, Head of    

Radiotherapy, as part of our Future Friday               

programme. Joanna delivered an inspiring          

presentation about her career journey and the career 

options available within the healthcare sector.       

Students gained a fascinating insight into                

radiotherapy and the important role it plays in       

supporting patients and improving lives. 

A huge thank you to all of our visitors for giving their 

time, sharing their expertise and helping students 

consider their future ambitions. 

Super Fridays will return next academic year. 

Year 11 Information Evening  

Thank you to all Year 11 students, parents and carers who attended our recent             

Information Evening. Both the North and South Halls were filled with meaningful         

conversations, as students and families engaged directly with education providers,      

employers and industry professionals to explore their future options. 

The event featured a range of post-16 and post-18 providers, alongside representatives 

from the world of work, helping students understand the range of education, training and 

employment routes open to them. Students interested in highly competitive university 

applications also attended a dedicated Oxbridge presentation. 

The evening concluded with a presentation covering examination guidance, revision  

strategies, subject-specific information, careers education and all educational pathways,    

including A Levels, T Levels, apprenticeships and vocational routes, ensuring that students 

and families are well informed as they make decisions about their future. 

We recently welcomed the Vice Principal of        

Colchester Grammar School Sixth Form at           

Colchester High School for Girls, part of the Alpha 

Trust, to The Gilberd School to present their new  

co-educational Sixth Form offer for the September 

2027 entry. 

 

The session provided a useful opportunity for our 

Year 11 students to learn more about the exciting 

provision available, including the academic,        

enrichment and personal development                

programmes on offer. Students were also able to 

gain a greater understanding of what life at Sixth 

Form might look like and the choices open to them 

after Year 11. 

 

The presentation was attended by both our        

Oxbridge cohort and Year 11 students interested in 

exploring this opportunity, with students    engaging 

positively and asking insightful questions     

throughout. 

 

We are grateful to our visitor for taking the time to 

share their vision for the future and look     forward 

to continuing to support students as they plan for 

life after Year 11. 

Super Fridays  

Let’s Talk Post-16 

Year 11 Personal Development Drop Down Day 

As part of our ongoing CEIAG and progression programme, Year 11 students recently participated 

in a Drop-Down Day, providing them with the opportunity to engage in two meaningful              

encounters with local post-16 providers: The Sixth Form College, Colchester and Colchester      

Institute. 

Students were able to ask questions about subjects, courses and post-16 options, building upon 

the information shared during provider assemblies earlier this half term. These encounters helped 

students gain a deeper understanding of the courses and destinations open to them after Year 11.  

This event forms part of a wider programme of careers education and guidance, with students 

having met a variety of education and training providers through talks and Drop-Down Days since 

Year 7, ensuring they are well informed and equipped to make confident decisions about their 

future. 

As part of our ongoing support for Year 11 students, the school's Careers Adviser, Mrs Nevill,    

recently delivered an assembly summarising the key messages from the series of post-16 provider 

assemblies held this half term. 

The session covered a range of important topics, including post-16 pathways, entry requirements, 

application processes, the importance of making every grade count and undertaking thorough 

research before making decisions. Students were also encouraged to consider the long-term    

benefits of different qualifications and career routes, including career prospects and earning     

potential. 

The assembly provided students with an opportunity to reflect on the information received from 

providers and ensure they are making informed decisions as they prepare for the transition to  

post-16 education or training. 

 

 

 
Mr R Samjawon 

Assistant Headteacher  

Click here to view  The Gilberd Careers Newsletter  

Thank you to all the providers who came in this half term and embraced 
our Lunch Time Drop In sessions offered to Years 9, 10 and 11 

‘Movies & Musicals’ 

West Bergholt Concert Band visited The Gilberd School on the evening of Friday, 16th       

October for a joint performance with our Orchestra students in aid of St Helena Hospice. 

Just over 70 musicians performed a varied programme of music from films and musicals, 

with Pirates of the Caribbean proving a particular favourite among both the orchestra and 

the audience. 

Students were set the challenge of sight-reading much of the programme due to limited 

rehearsal time. With only one hour of rehearsal alongside the full band prior to the         

performance, they rose to the occasion brilliantly. The students performed exceptionally 

well alongside members of the West Bergholt Training and Concert Bands, demonstrating 

impressive skill, confidence and professionalism throughout. 

We were incredibly proud of the way they embraced the challenge and represented the 

school. 

Donations were raised through the concert in support of St Helena Hospice, with the final 

total to be announced once counted. 

We hope to continue our links with West Bergholt Concert Band and make this a regular 
partnership in the future. 
 
 

Mr R Hanlon 
Subject Leader of Music  

Geographical Society Trip to Beth Chatto Gardens  

Geographical Society students recently     
visited Beth Chatto Gardens to learn more 
about horticultural techniques and looking 
after plants in different environments.  
 
The visit included a guided tour exploring 
how the gardens are maintained in a    
changing climate, as well as a                      
behind-the-scenes look at how new plants 
are nurtured. Students also gained an insight 
into the roles of the staff and volunteers who 
work there.  
 
Our students did exceptionally well during an 
outdoor practical learning session where 
they practised new techniques of taking 
cuttings and potting new plants.  
 
They had a very productive afternoon and 
took away a range of their own small plants 
to look after and develop at home!  
 

Mr J Campbell 
Teacher of Geography 

 

Year 10 Geography Field Trip to Walton on the Naze  

Our Year 10 GCSE students had a very successful Geography field trip to Walton on 
the Naze, where they investigated whether the sea defences were successful in 
preventing erosion along the beach as part of their GCSE course.  
 
The students worked in groups to measure longshore drift using oranges, trundle 
wheels and lasers, as well as the depth and angles of two beaches, formulating a 
beach profile for each to compare the differences. 
 
They also managed to draw sketches of the eroded cliffs despite the October 
weather.   
 
As usual, all students enjoyed the warm welcome they received from the local 
sweet and ice cream shops on which they descended for their lunch! 
 
A huge thank you to all staff involved and well done to all of the geography       
students for their enthusiasm and impeccable behaviour. 
 
 

Mrs K Quested 
Subject Leader of Geography  

Co-Curricular Provision  

Information on our Co-Curricular programme can be found here. 

Date Provider 

4th September 2026 Colchester Sixth Form College 

11th September 2026 Colchester Institute  

18th September 2026 Suffolk One 

22nd  September 2026 Colchester Royal Grammar  

25th September 2026 Sigma Sixth 

2nd October 2026 Suffolk New 

9th October 2026 Colchester Institute Apprenticeships 

14th October 2026 Colchester Grammar Sixth 

16th October 2026 Thomas Gainsborough School 
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